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AGENDA 

 

1) Review Invoices & Receipts 

 

 

 

 

Committee Members Include:   Seth Pinter, Chair 

 Deb Koncel 

Jennifer Lopez 
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REGULAR SCHOOL BOARD MEETING   

Monday, January 18, 2016 – 7:00 PM   

Colby District Education Center 

 

MEETING NORMS 

 The Board President will actively monitor our interactions. 

 We will actively listen and not interrupt others. 

 

A G E N D A: 

1. CALL TO ORDER / ROLL CALL  

2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

3. NOTICE OF POSTING 

4. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 

5. BOARD COMMENDATIONS 

5.01 Nick Weiler, Academic All-State Football Team 

6. INFORMATION ITEMS: 

6.01 Student Board Representative Report 

6.02 Superintendent’s Report – Steve Kolden [WASB State Convention; Promising Practices for 

Students with Disabilities] 

6.03 Strategic Planning Progress Monitoring – Workforce Development 

7. CONSENT AGENDA 

7.01 Minutes from the December 21, 2015 Regular Board Meeting and the January 11, 2016 Special 

Board Meeting 

7.02 Requests for Out-of-State Travel  

7.03 Approve Board Member Attendance and Expenses for Travel Outside the District at Meetings 

Other Than Regular, Special or Committee Meetings 

 7.03-1 WASB Legal and Human Resources Conference – Feb. 25-26, Wisconsin Dells 

7.04 Staff Resignations/Retirements/Leave Requests 

 7.04-1 Sam Hayes, Varsity Baseball Coach  

7.05 Personnel – Transfers / New Hires 

 7.05-1 Nancy Geiger, Colby Elementary Housekeeping (.5 FTE)  

7.06 Awards, Donations and Gifts to the School District of Colby (If Any) 

8. REGULAR BUSINESS – CONSIDERATION OF: 

8.01 Agenda Items Moved From Consent Agenda 

8.02 Recommendation of Finance Committee 

9. DISCUSSION INFORMATION 

9.01 Consideration of Reports of Board Members’ Attendance at Seminars and Workshops 

9.02 2015-16 Budget Update 

9.03 Proposed Building Level Grade Shifts 

9.04 Proposed Alternative Pay Teacher Plan 

9.05 CESA 10 Contract for 2016-17 

9.06 Volunteers or Committee for Library Study Board 

9.07 Badger Exam and ACT Results 

  



 

10. ACTION INFORMATION 

10.01 2016-17 School Calendar 

10.02 Open Enrollment Open Spaces – Administrative Procedure #522.71 

11. CONVENE TO CLOSED SESSION PER WISCONSIN STATUTES 19.85 (1) FOR THE  

PURPOSES OF:   

c) Considering employment, promotion, compensation or performance evaluation data of any 

public employee over which the governmental body has jurisdiction or exercises 

responsibility. 

e) Deliberating or negotiating the purchasing of public properties, the investing of public funds, 

or conducting other specified public business, whenever competitive or bargaining reasons 

require a closed session.  The Board will consider:   

11.01 Agenda Items Moved From Consent Information 

11.02 Agenda Items Moved From Action Information 

11.03 Sale of Neillsville Property (if needed) 

11.04 Administrative Contracts 

11.05 Reconvene in Open Session 

12. THE BOARD WILL RECONVENE IN OPEN SESSION IMMEDIATELY UPON COMPLETING 

THE CLOSED SESSION TO TAKE ACTION, IF NECESSARY, ON SELECTED MATTERS 

DISCUSSED IN CLOSED SESSION. 

13. IDENTIFY ITEMS FOR NEXT AGENDA 

13.01 Schedule Meetings: 

13.01-1 Special Board of Education Meeting – February 3, 2016 @ 5:30 PM 

13.01-2 Financial Affairs Committee Meeting – February 15, 2016 @ 6:30 PM  

13.01-3 Regular Board of Education Meeting – February 15, 2016 @ 7:00 PM 

13.01-4 Personnel Committee Meeting – ? 

13.01-5 Policy and Curriculum Committee Meeting – ? 

13.01-6 Facilities and Transportation Committee Meeting – ? 

14. ADJOURNMENT 

 













 

 

 

REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

BOARD OF EDUCATION – SCHOOL DISTRICT OF COLBY 

MONDAY, DECEMBER 21, 2015 

COLBY DISTRICT/EDUCATION CENTER 
 

The Regular School Board Meeting on December 21, 2015 was called to order at 7:00 PM at the Colby District 

Education Center by Board President, William Tesmer.  Members present were: William Tesmer, Deb Koncel, 

Lavinia Bonacker, Eric Elmhorst, Jennifer Lopez, Seth Pinter, and Cheryl Ploeckelman.  Also present were 

Superintendent Steven Kolden and Kristen Seifert.   

 

The meeting notice was posted according to the requirements of the open meeting law. 

 

The District received a thank you from the Shannon Family. 

 

Preston Mertins, student board representative, was absent.   

 

Mr. Kolden updated the Board on the WASB State Convention; the Educational Options required postings; Burnett 

Transit Bus Holiday Breakfast on December 22; Board candidate filing dates; ESSA update; Scholar Athlete Banquet 

on March 15; Open Enrollment limits for 2016-17. 

 

Mr. Kolden updated the Board on the Strategic Planning Progress and status of each committee.     

 

Motion by Mrs. Bonacker, seconded by Mrs. Lopez, approve the Consent Agenda as presented: 

 Minutes from the November 16, 2015 regular Board of Education meeting 

 8th Grade trip to Washington D.C. and Gettysburg – June 6-10, 2016 

Resignation of Daniel Malecki, Custodian (.5 FTE) 

 Resignation of Dawn Hebda, Elementary Server (3 Hrs/Day) 

Hire of Bonnie Schmitt, Elementary Server (3 Hrs/Day) 

Hire of Bryon Graun, Instructional Technology – District Coordinator 

Hire of Dora Szemborski, Instructional Technology – Building Support, High School 

Hire of Rachel Munger, Instructional Technology – Building Support, Middle School 

Hire of Melissa McConnell, Instructional Technology – Building Support, Elementary 

Hire of Treva Brodhagen, Increase FTE from .5 to 1.0 FTE for Remainder of 2015-16 

Voice vote – motion carried. 

 

Motion by Mr. Elmhorst, seconded by Mrs. Bonacker to approve the receipts and invoices as presented.  Voice vote – 

motion carried. 

Financial Report 

TOTAL REVENUE – NOVEMBER  $      291,015.43 

NICOLET NATIONAL BANK-BANK WIRES - FEDERAL w/SS 1932-1943  $      143,783.07 

FORWARD FINANCIAL BANK-MANUAL CHECK 172 – 177  $        69,288.11 

REGULAR CHECKS 31188-31214  $        20,377.68 

DIRECT DEPOSITS 900060386-900060908  $      416,414.21   

ADVANTAGE BANK-REGULAR CHECKS 70310-70560  $      598,407.37 

TOTAL CHECKS TO BE APPROVED 

 

 $   1,248,270.44 

 

Mrs. Ploeckelman updated the Board on her attendance at the CESA 10 meeting and shared the idea of the District 

using a “P Card” for district purchases.  Mr. Elmhorst updated the Board on his attendance at a CESA meeting and 

the desire to have school districts create a common calendar.   

 

Mr. Kolden reviewed the 2015-16 budget update.   

 

The Board discussed the option of Auditors for 2016.  The board would like to stay with Johnson & Block but 

research the option of receiving a combined bid with Abbotsford School District, City of Abbotsford, and City of 

Colby.   



 

 

 

 

Mr. Kolden and Mrs. Brooks, District Bookkeeper, summarized the Capital Projects Funds.   

 

Mrs. Penry, Homeless Liaison, updated the board on homeless education.  Currently the District has 27 students 

identified as homeless. 

 

The board reviewed a proposed 2016-17 school calendar.  The board would like to see the Abbotsford and Spencer 

school calendars and this placed on the January agenda. 

 

Motion by Mr. Elmhorst, seconded by Mrs. Bonacker to allow Mrs. Koncel to vote her conscience on all WASB 

resolutions during the WASB Annual Meeting.  Voice vote – motion carried. 

 

Motion by Mrs. Ploeckelman, seconded by Mr. Elmhorst, to approve the second reading of Policy #423 – Open 

Enrollment Policy; Policy #133 – Filling Board Vacancies; Policy #426 – Homeless Education; Policy #731.3 – Use 

of UAV’s at School Events; Policy #663 – Post Issuance Compliance Policy Policy #151.1 – Handbook Language 

Changes and Updates as presented.  Voice vote – motion carried. 

 

Motion by Mrs. Ploeckelman, seconded by Mr. Elmhorst, to approve the first reading of revisions to Handbook 

Part III, sections 2.05 and 7.05.  Roll call vote – Motion carried 6-0-1; Yes – Mrs. Koncel, Mrs. Bonacker, Mr. 

Pinter, Mr. Elmhorst, Mrs. Lopez, Mrs. Ploeckelman; No- None; Abstain – Mr. Tesmer. 

 

Motion by Mrs. Bonacker, seconded by Mrs. Lopez to accept with gratitude the donation from Adler-Clark for the 

purchase of Chromebooks.  Voice vote – motion carried. 

 

Motion by Mrs. Bonacker, seconded by Mr. Elmhorst to approve the Act 32 projects list as recommended by the 

Facilities Committee.  Voice vote – motion carried. 

 

Motion by Mr. Elmhorst, seconded by Mrs. Bonacker to approve the contract with ICS for 2016 Act 32 projects.  

Voice vote – motion carried. 

 

Motion by Mr. Elmhorst, seconded by Mrs. Bonacker to approve the contract with Market and Johnson for 2016 Act 

32 projects.  Voice vote – motion carried. 

 

Motion by Mrs. Ploeckelman, seconded by Mr. Elmhorst to approve the Environmental Project Agreement with 

CESA 10 not to exceed $5,500.  Voice vote – motion carried. 

 

Motion by Mrs.Ploeckelman, seconded by Mr. Elmhorst, to convene in closed session per Wisconsin Statutes 

19.85  c)  Considering employment, promotion, compensation or performance evaluation data of any public 

employee over which the governmental body has jurisdiction or exercises responsibility.  e) deliberating or 

negotiating the purchasing of public properties, the investing of public funds, or conducting other specified public 

business, whenever competitive or bargaining reasons require a closed session.     

11.01 Agenda Items Moved From Consent Agenda 

11.02 Agenda Items Moved from Action Information 

11.03 Individual Staffing Considerations for 2016-17 

11.04 Sale of Neillsville Property 

11.05 Superintendent Evaluation 

11.06 Administrative Contracts and Compensation 

Roll call vote – Motion carried 7-0; Yes – Mrs. Koncel, Mrs. Bonacker, Mr. Tesmer, Mr. Elmhorst, Mrs. Lopez, 

Mr. Pinter, Mrs. Ploeckelman; No- None; Abstain-None.  8:35 PM 

 

Motion by Mrs. Ploeckelman, seconded by Mrs. Elmhorst, to move from closed session and to reconvene in open 

session as previously announced.  Voice vote - motion carried.  9:38 PM 

 

Motion by Mr. Elmhorst, seconded by Mrs. Bonacker to approve a 1.62% salary wage pool increase to be divided 

equally by FTE for administrators.  Voice vote – motion carried. 

 

Scheduled Board of Education Meetings: 



 

 

 

Financial Affairs Committee Meeting – January 18, 2016 @ 6:30 PM  

Regular Board of Education Meeting – January 18, 2016 @ 7:00 PM 

Referendum Planning Small Group – Special Board Meeting – February 3, 2016 @ 5:30 PM 

 

Motion by Mr. Elmhorst, seconded by Mrs. Lopez, to adjourn the meeting.  Voice vote - motion carried.  Meeting 

adjourned at 9:44 PM. 

 

Respectfully Submitted: 

 

 

Eric Elmhorst, Clerk                                                                      Kristen Seifert, Reporting Secretary 



 

 

SPECIAL MEETING MINUTES 

BOARD OF EDUCATION – SCHOOL DISTRICT OF COLBY 

MONDAY, JANUARY 11, 2016 

COLBY DISTRICT/EDUCATION CENTER 

 

The Special School Board Meeting on January 11, 2016, was called to order at 5:03 PM at Colby 

District Education Center by Board President William Tesmer.  Members present were William 

Tesmer, Cheryl Ploeckelman, Eric Elmhorst, Seth Pinter, Lavinia Bonacker and Deb Koncel.   Board 

member Jennifer Lopez was absent.  Also present were Superintendent Steven Kolden and Kristen 

Seifert. 

 

The meeting notice was posted according to the requirements of the open meeting law. 

 

Motion by Mrs.Ploeckelman, seconded by Mrs. Bonacker, to convene in closed session per 

Wisconsin Statutes 19.85 e) deliberating or negotiating the purchasing of public properties, the 

investing of public funds, or conducting other specified public business, whenever competitive or 

bargaining reasons require a closed session.     

5.01 Sale of Neillsville Property 

Roll call vote – Motion carried 6-0; Yes – Mrs. Koncel, Mrs. Bonacker, Mr. Tesmer, Mr. Elmhorst,  

Mr. Pinter, Mrs. Ploeckelman; No- None; Abstain-None.  5:05 PM 

 

Mrs. Lopez arrived at 5:09 PM. 

 

Motion by Mr. Pinter, seconded by Mrs. Lopez, to move from closed session and to reconvene in 

open session as previously announced.  Voice vote - motion carried.  5:14 PM 

 

Motion by Mrs. Ploeckelman, seconded by Mrs. Lopez, to approve the Amendment to offer to 

purchase of 1210 W. 4th Street, Neillsville, WI 54456 and to authorize the Board President – William 

Tesmer, or Board Treasurer – Seth Pinter, and/or Board Clerk – Eric Elmhorst to sign the WB-40 

form.  Voice vote - Motion carried.   

 

Motion by Mrs. Ploeckelman, seconded by Mrs. Bonacker to authorize the sale of 1210 W. 4th Street, 

Neillsville, WI 54456 to “Riverside Assisted Living LLC” and John R. Chadwick and Jennifer L. 

Chadwick for the amount specified in the accepted offer dated July 27, 2015.  The Board further 

designates Board President – William Tesmer, or Board Treasurer – Seth Pinter, and/or Board Clerk 

Eric Elmhorst as authorized signatories for any and all closing documents and requires two signatures 

on each document.   

 

Motion by Mrs. Koncel, seconded by Mr. Pinter, to adjourn the meeting.  Voice vote - motion 

carried.  Meeting adjourned at 5:16 PM. 

 

Respectfully Submitted: 

 

 

 

Eric Elmhorst, Clerk Kristen Seifert, Reporting Secretary 



 

 

 

 

 

Chelsea Stuttgen 

President 

 

Kyle Roth 

Vice President 

 

Zach Kolzow 

Secretary 

 

Bailey Krause 

Treasurer 

 

Alicia Viken 

Reporter 

 

Phillip Roth 

Sentinel 

 

Melissa Ploeckelman 

Advisor 

 

Aime Long 

Advisor 

 

 

 

 

Colby High School FFA 
 

Colby High School  •  705 North Second Street  •  Colby, Wisconsin  54421 

 

To:  Colby School Board 

From:  Colby FFA 

September 23, 2014 

The Colby FFA is requesting permission to attend the World’s Toughest Rodeo in St. Paul, 

Minnesota on Saturday February 6, 2016.  This is an annual event for our FFA organization.  

There will be no cost to the Colby School District.  It will be funded entirely by the Colby FFA 

chapter and the members. 

We will be departing Colby High School at 6:30-7 am and will be returning approximately at 2 

am on Sunday morning.  We will be stopping at the Mall of America, I-Max Movie, Old Country 

Buffet, the World’s Toughest Rodeo, and watching a concert that follows. 

Thank you for your support of our program. 

Sincerely, 

 

Melissa Ploeckelman 

Colby FFA Advisor 

 

 

 

Aime Long 

Colby FFA Advisor  
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State results issued for Badger Exam 
Online assessment administered to more than 360,000 students in grades 3 through 8 

 

MADISON — Wisconsin Student Assessment System (WSAS) results for public school students in grades three 

through eight showed that 51.2 percent were proficient or advanced in English language arts and 43.7 percent scored 

at the proficient or advanced levels in mathematics for the 2014-15 statewide exams. 

 “Overall results for the WSAS are a good starting point for Wisconsin’s more rigorous testing program,” 

said State Superintendent Tony Evers. “Though the Badger Exam is a one-year event, our new Forward Exam will 

be administered this spring and will provide an opportunity to improve over time.” 

 Both the Badger and Dynamic 

Learning Maps (DLM) exams, which 

made up the WSAS for grades three 

through eight, are aligned with 

Wisconsin Academic Standards adopted 

in 2010. In mathematics, students in 

grades three and four had stronger 

overall proficiency levels than students 

in higher grades. This may possibly be attributed to full implementation of the Wisconsin Standards for 

Mathematics, which served as the foundation for mathematics instruction since these students began school. 

 Assessment results by race and ethnicity show achievement gaps that have been evident on other state and 

national exams. Gaps also are apparent for English language learners, students with disabilities, and economically 

disadvantaged students and their peers. (See attached table) 

 “These achievement gaps are most troubling,” Evers said. “We are using data from our statewide 

assessments and other resources to identify schools that are successful with various low-achieving groups so we can 

learn about their strategies, share those practices across the state, and ensure every student graduates college and 

career ready.” 

 

2014-15 Wisconsin Student Assessment System Results

English Language Arts Mathematics
Grade 3 51.7 51.4

Grade 4 50.4 47.6

Grade 5 54.5 40.4

Grade 6 46.4 41.1

Grade 7 51.6 43.0

Grade 8 52.7 39.0

ALL STUDENTS 51.2 43.7

Percentage of Students Scoring Proficient or Advanced on the 
Badger and Dynamic Learning Maps Exams
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Badger Exam Results – Page 2 
 
 

 The Badger Exam, an online assessment in English language arts and mathematics, and the DLM were 

administered last spring to 367,327 students statewide. Just over 1 percent of those students (4,724) took the DLM, 

which measures the academic progress of students with significant cognitive disabilities. Participation in these two 

WSAS exams was 97 percent with 10,090 students not tested in English Language Arts and 10,469 not tested in 

mathematics. Of the not tested students, 7,535 were opted out in both subjects by their parents or guardians. 

 The Badger Exam and DLM replaced Wisconsin Knowledge and Concepts Examinations (WKCE) and the 

Wisconsin Alternate Assessment for Students with Disabilities (WAA-SwD) for students in grades three through 

eight. There are significant differences 

between the Badger and WKCE exams, 

which negates comparing results to prior 

years. (See sidebar)  

 WSAS results are reported across 

four performance levels — advanced, 

proficient, basic, and below basic — that 

are anchored in college and career 

readiness expectations. The Badger Exam 

was developed through the Smarter 

Balanced Assessment Consortium. 

Legislation adopted as part of the 2015-17 

state budget prohibits the Department of Public Instruction from using exams developed by the consortium. Data 

Recognition Corporation has been contracted to provide the Forward Exam, which will be a custom assessment with 

test items developed and reviewed by Wisconsin educators. The state has a six-year contract with the company for 

test development, administration, and scoring and reporting. 

 
### 

 
ATTACHMENT: A table with additional information about statewide student performance on the Badger and Dynamic 
Learning Maps exams follows. 
 
NOTES: Public schools and school districts have received their Wisconsin Student Assessment System results (Badger and 
DLM exams) through the Department of Public Instruction data portal. Statewide and district-level results are not yet 
available in the WISEdash Public Portal. Please contact area schools or districts for local results. This news release will be 
available electronically at http://dpi.wi.gov/sites/default/files/news-release/dpinr2016_02.pdf after the embargo lifts. 

 

Badger WKCE 
Online Paper and pencil

Administered in spring Administered in fall

Based on Wisconsin Academic 
Standards for English Language 
Arts and Mathematics

Based on Wisconsin's Model 
Academic Standards for English 
Language Arts and Mathematics

Selected response, constructed 
response, and technology 
enhanced items

Selected response and some 
constructed response items

Broken down by 7 racial and 
ethnic groups (U.S. Census 2010)

Broken down by 5 racial and 
ethnic groups

Socio-economic status based on 
multiple sources to account for 
Community Eligibility Programs

Socio-economic status based on 
eligibility for Free and Reduced-
Price School Meals

Differences Between Badger and WKCE
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Grade 3rd 4th 5th 6th 7th 8th ALL 3rd 4th 5th 6th 7th 8th ALL 3rd 4th 5th 6th 7th 8th ALL

All Students 61,042 60,924 61,563 60,857 60,879 62,062 367,327 51.7 50.4 54.5 46.4 51.6 52.7 51.2 51.4 47.6 40.4 41.1 43.0 39.0 43.7

American Indian 758 770 759 759 774 761 4,581 33.8 33.6 34.5 28.7 32.3 35.3 33.0 35.1 29.9 22.7 18.4 22.6 19.6 24.7

Asian 2,382 2,358 2,342 2,221 2,153 2,258 13,714 45.2 50.2 53.1 44.5 52.5 57.5 50.5 50.6 48.4 41.9 41.7 47.9 46.0 46.1

Black 5,990 5,780 5,766 5,641 5,712 5,710 34,599 19.8 20.2 21.7 16.5 22.2 24.2 20.8 19.2 14.8 9.9 9.8 10.6 9.2 12.3

Hispanic 7,528 7,081 6,980 6,752 6,512 6,560 41,413 35.3 33.5 34.7 27.7 35.3 36.7 33.9 32.6 27.1 20.4 20.5 23.3 20.0 24.2

White 42,283 43,077 43,922 43,865 44,129 45,233 262,509 60.0 57.7 62.4 53.7 58.3 58.9 58.5 60.0 55.9 48.0 48.8 50.5 45.8 51.4

Pacific Islander 50 57 34 50 33 48 272 50.0 50.9 52.9 40.0 48.5 50.0 48.5 40.0 49.1 26.5 30.0 45.5 31.3 37.5

Two or More 2,001 1,764 1,708 1,540 1,529 1,455 9,997 49.1 46.0 52.2 43.2 47.0 47.8 47.7 45.3 41.9 35.1 35.3 35.1 32.4 38.0

Unknown Race 50 37 52 29 37 37 242 28.0 40.5 30.8 17.2 29.7 18.9 28.1 30.0 29.7 13.5 27.6 13.5 8.1 20.2

English Language Learners (ELL) 4,892 4,003 3,181 2,688 2,660 2,974 20,398 21.6 14.5 11.0 7.8 11.2 16.5 14.6 23.0 13.6 7.5 6.6 8.7 8.9 12.6

English Proficient 55,494 56,430 57,835 57,656 57,653 58,701 343,769 54.6 53.1 57.0 48.3 53.6 54.7 53.6 54.2 50.2 42.4 42.8 44.8 40.7 45.8

Unknown ELL Status 656 491 547 513 566 387 3,160 33.8 34.2 37.3 33.7 35.3 36.7 35.1 32.5 28.5 22.1 23.6 20.0 19.6 24.8

Students with Disabilities 8,097 7,849 8,520 8,336 8,423 8,306 49,531 26.8 24.3 22.2 15.9 16.1 18.0 20.5 28.0 23.4 16.0 13.6 12.5 10.0 17.2

Students without Disabilities 52,307 52,596 52,484 52,014 51,915 53,378 314,694 55.8 54.5 59.9 51.4 57.6 58.3 56.2 55.3 51.4 44.5 45.7 48.2 43.7 48.1

Unknown Disability Status 638 479 559 507 541 378 3,102 32.3 32.8 34.3 32.0 34.0 33.9 33.2 32.8 29.4 20.8 23.7 19.8 18.3 24.6

Economically Disadvantaged 27,824 22,392 26,246 25,390 25,119 21,181 148,152 35.9 37.1 37.3 29.0 35.1 38.1 35.3 35.2 33.5 23.1 22.8 25.2 23.6 27.3

Not Economically Disadvantaged 32,256 37,849 34,476 34,678 34,878 40,301 214,438 66.0 58.7 68.1 59.6 64.1 60.7 62.7 66.1 56.3 54.0 54.9 56.5 47.4 55.6

Unknown Economic Status 962 683 841 789 882 580 4,737 29.6 29.4 32.6 27.8 30.2 29.8 29.9 29.5 25.8 18.9 19.6 16.6 16.4 21.4

Summary files provide a snapshot of Badger and DLM performance and are as up-to-date, complete, and accurate as possible based on the currently available data and the processes DPI has put in place for aggregating them; 

however, these data are not yet certified and are subject to change.

Enrollment Counts English Language Arts Mathematics

2014-15 Wisconsin Badger and Dynamic Learning Maps Exams
Percent of Students Scoring Proficient or Advanced
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Statewide ACT assessment opens opportunities 
 

MADISON — For the first time in Wisconsin history, all public school 11th-graders had the opportunity to take 

the ACT college admissions exam during the 2014-15 school year as part of the more rigorous Wisconsin Student 

Assessment System. 

 Last spring, 65,065 public high school juniors had the opportunity to take either the ACT Plus Writing or 

Dynamic Learning Maps (DLM), an alternate assessment that measures the academic progress of students with 

significant cognitive disabilities. Results show that 45.7 percent of students were proficient or advanced in 

English language arts and 35.9 percent achieved at those performance levels in mathematics. 

 “What an opportunity for our students,” said State Superintendent Tony Evers. “Taking the ACT exposes 

young people to the expectations for college and careers and may prompt those who weren’t considering further 

education beyond high school to finish strong and take the leap into higher education and training.” 

 The ACT is scored on a scale of one to 36 and consists of five subject area tests: English, reading, 

writing, mathematics, and science. The 2014-15 statewide composite score for public school juniors who took the 

ACT was 20.0. 

 For accountability purposes, the Department 

of Public Instruction worked with content experts 

across the state to establish cut scores along four 

performance categories: advanced, proficient, basic, and below basic. Wisconsin’s English language arts scores 

are comprised of the English, reading, and writing subtests. While Wisconsin specific, the cut scores generally 

mirror college readiness benchmarks set by ACT. Wisconsin student proficiency rates showed achievement gaps 

for various student groups. (See attached table) 

 “Assessing for college and career readiness sets the bar very high, yet that is what employers and 

postsecondary schools tell us is required for high school graduates to be successful,” Evers noted. “The statewide 

 

Below Basic Basic Proficient Advanced

ELA 1-14 15-19 20-27 28-36

Math 1-16 17-21 22-27 28-36

Wisconsin's ACT Performance LevelsE
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ACT and DLM Results – Page 2 

 
 
ACT assessment establishes a baseline of student performance that we can work from to improve academic 

achievement for all student groups.” 

 Of the 65,065 students enrolled in 11th grade for the 2014-15 school year, 742 juniors, or 1.1 percent, took 

the DLM. Parents, students, and teachers received performance reports during the summer. Administration of 

statewide exams in the ACT suite for the 2015-16 school year begins in March. 

 Historically, ACT results have been released annually for public and private school graduates who took the 

test during their high school career. For the 2015 graduating class, 46,738 students or approximately 73 percent of 

all graduating seniors, took the ACT and had a composite score of 22.2. The differences in the number of students, 

the multiple times graduates may have taken the ACT, and the fact that many graduates take the test during their 

final year of high school make comparisons between statewide and graduating class ACT results invalid and flawed. 

 

 
### 

 
 
 

ATTACHMENT: Tables with additional information about statewide student performance on the ACT Plus Writing and 
Dynamic Learning Maps exams follow. 
 
NOTES: Public schools and school districts have received their ACT and DLM results through the Department of Public 
Instruction data portal. Statewide and district-level results are not yet available in the WISEdash Public Portal. Please contact 
area schools or districts for local results. This news release will be available electronically at http://dpi.wi.gov/sites/default 
/files/news-release/dpinr2016_03.pdf after the embargo lifts. 
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Summary files provide a snapshot of ACT and DLM performance and are as up-to-date, complete, and accurate as possible based on the currently available data and 
the processes DPI has put in place for aggregating them; however, these data are not yet certified and are subject to change. 

Student Group Enrollment English Language Arts Mathematics

All Students 65,065* 45.7 35.9

American Indian 772 21.8 14.8

Asian 2,170 40.4 38.0

Black 5,985 12.6 6.2

Hispanic 5,784 24.2 15.8

Pacific Islander 59 37.3 23.7

Two or More 1,327 41.3 29.8

White 48,804 53.1 42.5

Unknown Race 164 23.2 15.2

Economically Disadvantaged 22,370 24.8 16.8

Not Economically Disadvantaged 41,648 57.6 46.8

Unknown Economic Status 1,047 16.1 10.7

English Language Learners 1,453 3.2 3.2

English Proficient 63,078 46.8 36.9

Unknown ELL Status 534 23.8 15.2

Students with Disabilities 8,324 11.7 6.5

Students without Disabilities 56,234 50.9 40.5

Unknown Disability Status 507 22.9 14.4

2014-15 ACT and Dynamic Learning Maps Performance
Percent of 11th-Grade Students Scoring Proficient or Advanced

* Of the 65,065 11th-grade students enrolled at time of ACT testing, 742 students participated in the Dynamic Learning Maps
(DLM), an alternate assessment for students with significant cognitive disabilities. These DLM students are included in the 
data above. 

Student Group Enrollment Composite English Language Arts Mathematics

All Students 64,323 20.0 19.3 20.0

American Indian 755 17.1 16.3 17.2

Asian 2,142 19.6 19.0 20.5

Black 5,846 15.6 15.1 16.0

Hispanic 5,709 17.2 16.8 17.5

Pacific Islander 58 18.6 18.1 18.6

Two or More 1,311 19.8 19.2 19.5

White 48,339 20.8 20.1 20.7

Unknown Race 163 16.4 15.8 17.0

Economically Disadvantaged 21,984 17.4 16.7 17.6

Not Economically Disadvantaged 41,303 21.3 20.6 21.3

Unknown Economic Status 1,036 16.5 15.8 16.8

English Language Learners 1,407 13.7 12.7 15.2

English Proficient 62,389 20.1 19.5 20.1

Unknown ELL Status 527 17.0 16.4 17.2

Students with Disabilities 7,597 15.0 13.8 15.7

Students without Disabilities 56,226 20.6 20.0 20.6

Unknown Disability Status 500 16.8 16.3 17.2

2014-15 Average ACT Performance*

* These data do not include 742 students who participated in the Dynamic Learning Maps Exam instead of the ACT.

Average Scores
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2016-17 Colby School District Calendar  

 

August  September   October 

M T W T F M T W T F M T W T F 

1 2 3 NT 4 5    1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

8 9 10 11 12 5 H 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

15 16 17 18 19 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20PT 21 

22 23NT 24 IN 25 IN 26 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

29 30 31   26 27 28 29 30 31     

 

November  December  January 

M T W T F M T W T F M T W T F 

 1  2 3 4 Q    1 2 2 3 4 5 6 

7 8 9 10 11 5 6 7 8 9 9 10 11 12 13 

14 15 16 17 18 12 13 14 15 16 16 17 18 19 Q 20 IN 

21 22 23 IN 24 25 19 20 21 22 23 23 24 25 26  27 

28 29 30   26 27 28 29 30 30 31    

 

February  March  April 

M T W T F M T W T F M T W T F 

  1 2 3   1 2PT 3 3 4 5 6 7  

6 7 8 9 10MU 6 7 8 9 10 10 11 12 13 MU 14 

13 14 15 16 17 13 14 15 16 17 17 18 19 20 21 

20 21 22 23 24 20 21 22 23 24 Q 24 25 26 27 28 

27 28    27 28 29 30 31      

 

May  June   

M T W T F M T W T F      

1 2 3 4 5    1 2      

8 9 10 11 12 5 6 7 8 9      

15 16 17 18 19 12 13 14 15 16      

22 23 24 25 26 19 20 21 22 23      

29 H 30 31   26 27 28 29 30      

 
September 1, 2016 ................................................................... Students’ First Day of School 

 ...................................................................................................... No School for Students 
November 4, January 20, March 24, June 2 .................................... End of Quarter/Semester 
IN ......................................................................................................... Inservice for Teachers 
NT ............................................................................................... New Teacher Inservice Day 
MU ………………………………………………………………………… Weather Make Up Day 
Late Start schedule for EACH Monday – 1 hour late for students. 
EARLY dismissal (12:30) on Oct. 20th and March 2nd for P/T Conferences & June 2nd   
May 26, 2017 ....................................................................................................... Graduation 
June 2, 2017 ............................................................................ Students’ Last Day of School 

 
Student Instructional  Days .......................................................................................... 180 
Parent/Teacher Conferences –  
Oct. 20th and March 2nd from 1:00 to 4:00 and 5:00 to 8:45………………………………....2.0 
Inservice (August 24, 25, Nov. 23, and Jan. 20)..................................................................... 4.0 
Teacher Holidays  ............................................................................................................. 2.0 
Total ................................................................................................................................ 188 

 
No School for Students 

Sept.   5 
Oct.  21 
Nov. 23, 24, 25 
Dec. 23, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30 
Jan. 20 
Feb. 10 
March   3 
April 13, 14 17 
May 30 

 
Parent Teacher Conferences 

Oct. 20th from 1:00 to 4:00 and 5:00 to 8:45  
March 2nd from 1:00 to 4:00 and 5:00 to 8:45 

 
Snow / Inclement Weather or Health Related Cancellation 
The first (1) day lost to such would not be rescheduled. 
The second (2) would be made up on February 10, 2017 
The third (3) would be made up on April 13, 2017 

 
Board Approval on      



2016-2017 CALENDAR-SCHOOL DISTRICT OF ABBOTSFORD

AUGUST 2016 SEPTEMBER 2016 OCTOBER 2016

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

1 2 3 4 5 6 1 2 3 1
7 8 9 10 11 12 13 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 9 10 11 12 13 14 15
21 22 23 24 25 26 27 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 16 17 18 19 20 21 22
28 29 30 31 25 26 27 28 29 30 23 24 25 26 27 28 29

0-4 21-0 30 31 19-1-1

NOVEMBER 2016 DECEMBER 2016 JANUARY 2017

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

1 2 3 4* 5 1 2 3 1 2 3 4 5 6 7
6 7 8 9 10 11 12 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 8 9 10 11 12 13 14

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 15 16 17 18 19* 20 21
20 21 22 23 24 25 26 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 22 23 24 25 26 27 28
27 28 29 30 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 29 30 31

19-0 16-0 21-1

FEBRUARY 2017 MARCH 2017 APRIL 2017

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

1 2 3 4 1 2 3 4 1
5 6 7 8 9 10 11 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 9 10 11 12 13 14 15
19 20 21 22 23 24 25 19 20 21 22 23 24* 25 16 17 18 19 20 21 22
26 27 28 20-0 26 27 28 29 30 31 23-0 23 24 25 26 27 28 29

30 18-0

MAY 2017 JUNE 2017 JULY 2017

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

1 2 3 4 5 6 1* 2 3 1
7 8 9 10 11 12 13 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 9 10 11 12 13 14 15
21 22 23 24 25 26 27 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 16 17 18 19 20 21 22
28 29 30 31 22-0 25 26 27 28 29 30 23 24 25 26 27 28 29

30 31 Legend
August 3 New Teacher/Mentor Orientation

August 22-26. 1.5 Work Day.  To be worked in .5 day blocks =No School

August 29 & 30 1.5 Inservice.  To be scheduled by administration. * =End of Quarter

September 1 First Day of School for Students =In-Service

September 5 No School.  Labor Day =Workday

October 5. Early Release at 12:30.  Parent/Teacher Conferences 1:00-9:30 =Early Release

October 6 No School.  Teacher In-service =No School

October 7 No School =Solo Ensemble

November 18 Early Release at 12:30.

November 23-25 No School.  Thanksgiving Break.

December 23-January 1 No School.  Winter Break

January 20 No School.  Teacher In-service (.5 Workday-.5 Inservice) Inservice Days 4

February 17 Early Release at 12:30 Work Days 2

March 17 Early Release at 12:30

March 24 Solo Ensemble.  Grades Pre-K-5 Only

April 13 No School.  Teacher In-Service

April 14-18 No School.  Spring Break. Parent Conf. Days 1

May 20. Graduation (Tentative) TOTAL 187

May 29 No School.  Memorial Day NEW TEACHERS 188

June 1 Early Release at 12:30.  Last Day of School

MCSE Shared In-service is August 30th.

Teachers will be on duty between 7:45 a.m. and 3:45 a.m. (3:30 on Fridays and days preceding holiday vacation.

The first inclement weather/emergency day will be forgiven.  
The second inclement weather/emergency day will be made up on June 2, 2017

Further school closings due to inclement weather or emergencies may be made up at the end of the school year at the 

discretion of the School Board.
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